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ISSUES PAPER TO INFORM DEVELOPMENT OF A NATIONAL FOOD PLAN

ATTACHMENT

The following points are in addition to the submissions of the Friends of the Earth,
From Plains to Plate and Transition Adelaide West.

Question 1:
What is the most important thing you think a national food plan should try to achieve?
· Acknowledge and build on what has been done by the local industry, e.g. Plains to Plate (Adelaide).
· Break control of WW/Coles duopoly.

· Ensure quality and appropriate public education.


Question 2:
What do you think the vision and objectives for a national food plan should be?
· Protection of Australian producers (labelling laws, etc.)
· On-going protection of the production and distribution of the national food supply.
· Knowledgeable and engaged public at the individual and community level.

· Encouragement of innovation, based on a respect for the environment in all areas.

Question 3:
What do you see as the major risks to Australia’s food supply in the coming years and decades? How could they be avoided or managed more effectively? 

· Climate change.
· Lack of productive land and poor urban planning that results in the loss of productive land due to replacement for other uses such as urban development and mining without a balanced analysis of the overall needs of the community and the environment.
· The Mt Barker urban development is an example of poor planning that would not have been allowed if proper planning had been in place.
· Lack of Australian ownership and adequate monitoring of the means of production.
· Lack of adequate quality control, education of the public about the products available in stores and proper labelling.
· Lack of education about the nutritious aspects of food and its availability.
· Monopolisation of markets by dominant companies. Government regulation of companies is essential to ensure that outcomes are designed for the benefit of the public and the environment. Return on investment should be based on this as the starting point.
Question 4:
What does food security mean to you? How would this be achieved? How would we know if/when we are food secure? 

· Access to nutritious food for all Australians (see above for achieving this).
· Food security is best obtained through the maintenance of community control of the quality of the food chain.

Question 5:
What are the most important benefits that Australian consumers get or should get from our food supply? Why? 

· Guaranteed supply of food with known quality control. This will result in healthier Australians.

· Exploiting Australia’s potential for quality food production. This will utilise full capacity at a time of increasing food shortages.

· The consumers also contribute to a more prosperous Australia. This will result in more jobs and investment in local industry.

Question 6:
What two or three actions that would most benefit food consumers: 

By the government sector?
· Integration of research in Australia and elsewhere including relevant groups and outcomes before government action is taken. Currently decisions tend to be taken on an announce-and-defend basis without adequate research. 
· Thereafter, ensure that there is a mandated consultation and participation mechanism in place.
· Visionary and articulate legislation to provide leadership.

· An inspirational rather than a restrictive approach.

By the non-government sector?
· Corporate recognition of community expectations.
· Encouragement of grass-roots activism and community education, with government support.

Question 7:
What do you see as the major opportunities for Australia’s food industry in the coming years and decades? How could they be realised?
· Increasing ability to satisfy the greatly increasing demand for food through more effective production.

· Ability to influence more environmentally-aware food production through better education and information.

· Potential for Australia to become totally food self-sufficient and reduce “food miles”.

Question 8:
What two or three actions would most benefit businesses that make, distribute and sell food: 

By the government sector?
· The government distribution of knowledge to the businesses regarding sustainability would improve business practices.

By the non-government sector?
· Trade bodies tend to be too conservative and focus only on financial issues. The non-government sector is needed to focus on on-site education and mentoring. 

Question 9:
What specific food policy and regulatory functions within or between governments overlap, are at cross purposes or have gaps? 

· There are no bodies comprehensive enough to address gaps. 
· A coordinating body of government and industry is needed to constantly monitor and recommend strategies and solutions.
· The lack of knowledge by industry participants and by the consuming public is preventing the effective development of the industry. This should be addressed by the government and NGOs developing strategies to widely distribute independent advice at both a public and an industry level.
Question 10:
Which regulation or regulatory regime poses the greatest burden on the food industry along the food supply chain (production, processing/manufacturing, transport and logistics, wholesale, retail)? What could be done to reduce this burden? 

· Regulators typically concentrate on hygiene issues rather than health and this is a disadvantage for the community. Innovative strategies for industry should be investigated and promoted by government and NGOs through various mechanisms.
Question 11:
What two or three actions would most benefit communities that are highly dependent on food production, processing, distribution or sale: 

By the government sector?
· Comprehensive information across the industry, as indicated also above.
· More thorough research and integration needs to be undertaken, particularly into the knowledge already held by grass-roots participants.
By the non-government sector?
· Greater emphasis on grass-roots knowledge and expertise and acceptance of this by both government and industry.
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