A Sustainable Water Future without compromising the health of interdependent ecosystems

10" October 2009

Reference: WAC Open Letter to Premier: Pleafor Action watt_er

From: WAC Patron & Honorary Reference Group action
coalition

Hon MIKE RANN MP
GPO Box 2343
Adelaide SA 5001

Dear Premier,

Water - it'sthe most essential item along with oxygen to sustain life. Without it life as we know it will not survive. The
water crisisis perhaps the most urgent ecological and human threat of our time.

We have polluted, diverted and displaced so much water from where it is needed that once great and vibrant river and
lake systems are collapsing and interdependent ecosystems are dying.

South Australians are not alone in their increasing anxiety about their future water supply. It is central to life and through
its water-cycle connected to everything; the economy, society, freshwater and marine ecosystems are but examples.

Our aim, as concerned South Australians who have witnessed the disturbing changes to our river systems, lakes and
Gulfs, is for Governments, both State and Federal to reconsider many of the actions now being taken.

Building more dams, diversions and now desalination plants will not provide sustai nable solutions or guarantee security
of supply for generations to come but create more problems.

Our pleato Government legidlatorsis to think again by adopting legislation and actions that will:

= secureal water initsrivers, streams and groundwater as the common property of Australia - not to be traded asa
profitable commodity;

= deliver viable supply and reuse systemsto all communities, city and country, without harm to interdependent
ecosystems;

= ensure that water is managed efficiently and effectively for community use today and conserved for future
generations; and

= respect indigenous knowledge of water conservation and its importance to Australia’ s oldest culture.

A fresh water secure future depends now on cooperation of all levels of government and a plan based on the principles of
public trust, watershed restoration, conservation, fair sharing and the human right to water.

Yourssincerely,
Maude Barlow Colin Pitman Dr Scoresby Shepherd AO
International Water Adviser (Patron) Water Conservation Gulf Waters Marine Biology
Hallett Shueard Tom Trevorrow Professor Diane Bell
River Murray Ngarrindjeri Elder Lower Lakes

Professor Fran Baum PhD
Human Health & Wellbeing

Water Action Coalition Contact Information: http://civictrust.net.au/page19.htm
PO Box 190, Henley Beach SA 5022
John Caldecott jec@cig.com.au Jim Douglas jdouglas@picknowl.com.au Richard Watson richard@thinkstrat.com
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