COMMUNITY ALLIANCE SA INCORPORATED
PO BOX 520

GOODWOOD SA  5034
Dear President or Secretary

I am sure you will be well aware of the significant adverse and damaging planning decisions that have been made by the Rann Government over the last two years or so. Examples include Glenside, St Clair, Cheltenham, Mount Barker and Gawler. 
Residents were asked to provide comments in the form of a submission to the Government about the proposed developments. In the Mount Barker proposal there were some 540 submissions and the hearings took five days to complete. Despite the quality of the submissions by well informed residents the Government chose to ignore the lot. The other Groups and residents mentioned above were similarly ignored. So much for consultation!
A number of concerned Community Groups have met to discuss this major issue and a decision was taken to establish a Group that would have the clout and authority to lobby Government to change the planning laws enabling genuine community consultation. It has been recognised that it is very easy for the Government to ignore one Group but very much harder to ignore a large number of well organised Community Groups demanding much needed change.

Accordingly, the Community Alliance SA Inc has been established and a Constitution approved by the Foundation Groups who have all been working on establishing the Alliance over the last six months.  
The aim of the Alliance is to Lobby for the reform of the Development Act and all related acts, regulations and legislation to provide planning that incorporates genuine community engagement and collaboration. 

The objectives of the Community Alliance SA Inc are:

1
To campaign for ethical and transparent governance including the 
provision of genuine information to communities.
2
To lobby for reform of planning, development and related legislation to ensure participative decision making with real community engagement.

3
To lobby for sufficient resources for reform of compliance and enforcement of relevant legislation and regulations and procedures.

4
To act as an advocate for residents associations and community 
groups in South Australia

If your Group would like to join the Community Alliance SA you can do so by completing the attached Membership Application Form. Membership costs $25.00 a year for each Group and … “is open to any South Australian organisation which supports the objects of the Alliance and agrees to be bound by its rules and who applies for membership of the association shall be proposed by one member organisation and seconded by another member organisation. Such organisations may be incorporated or unincorporated.”
(Alliance Constitution)

The Foundation Groups are: 
Adelaide Parklands Preservation Association

Adelaide Showgrounds Area Residents Group Inc (ASARG)

Australian Civic Trust

Cheltenham Park Residents Association Inc

Gawler Regional Community Forum

Mount Barker and District Residents Association Inc

North Adelaide Society Inc

Norwood Residents Association

Peoples Environment Protection Alliance 

Prospect Residents Association

River Lakes and Coorong Action Group Inc

Save SA

St Clair Reserve Ratepayers Association Inc

Western Adelaide Coastal Residents Association Inc (WACRA)
The Alliance is planning to launch on November 27th, so if you can, “Save the Date.” We are currently in the process of planning this event and will have several high profile speakers who will have the honour of Launching the Alliance and providing it with their support. We’ll let you know all the details as they become available. 
We are very aware that changing the planning and related laws will not be easy but the Alliance is firmly committed to just that. There is strength in numbers and we ask for your support. Come and join us. 
Attached is a membership application form. If you need any additional information please do not hesitate to give me a call.
Yours Sincerely

Tom Matthews

Secretary

Community Alliance SA Incorporated

0429 337 453

